




The playwright playwright writes the lines of 
dialogue the actors speak.

The composer composer writes the music.

The lyricist lyricist writes the words to the 
music.

The actors actors audition for roles in a play, 
memorize lines, songs, and stage 
direction, and then perform on-stage.

The designers designers create sets,
costumes, and lighting.

The director director rehearses the actors and 
makes artistic decisions.

The stage managerstage manager oversees all 
backstage elements of a show and 
supervises the actors before and after 
the performance.

The producers producers raise the money and 
manage the entire production.

Important Theatre People

Extra Colors for Amber on StageExtra Colors for Amber on Stage

The musical Amber Brown Is Not A Amber Brown Is Not A 
CrayonCrayon is based on Paula Danziger’s 
novel. “Based on” means that the book 
provides the story for the musical. 
Some characters and events remain the 
same, but there are some changes and 
additions.  The changes and 
additions are like extra colors added to 
the story by the theatre companytheatre company, 
ArtsPower National Touring Theatre.

Coloring Amber Brown

After the performance, discuss:
 
•  Why do you think ArtsPower National 
   Touring Theatre may have made these
   changes?

•  How else did the work of the theatre 
   company color the novel’s story to 
   present it on the stage?

1. In the novel, the teacher is Mr. Cohen.
In the musical, the teacher is 
_______________________________.

2. In the novel, there are classmates named 
Bobby, Jimmy, and Brandi. In the musical, 
the classmate is 
_______________________________.

3. In the novel, Justin has a little brother named 
Danny.  In the musical, 
_______________________________.

Here are some changes or different “colors” 
to watch for in the musical Amber Brown Is 
Not A Crayon.  Fill in the blank lines below 
after you see the performance.

Coloring the Page for the Stage

Jc_plgle ?argtgrw
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Dpmpsjoh Bncfs xjui Dibsbdufst

EpvcmjohEpvcmjoh
Xifo bo bdups qmbzt npsf uibo pof 
dibsbdufs- ju jt dbmmfe òepvcmjoh/ó  Zpv 
xjmm lopx uibu bdupst bsf epvcmjohñibwf 
cfdpnf ofx dibsbdufstñxifo uifz 
dibohf uif xbzt uifz vtf uifjs wpjdft 
boe cpejft/

Evsjoh sfifbstbmt- uif ejsfdups xpslt 
xjui bdupst xip epvcmf up òdpmpsó 
dibsbdufst ejggfsfoumz cz nbljoh uifn;
Ç  tffn zpvohfs ps pmefs/
Ç  tqfbl ejggfsfoumz/
Ç  npwf ejggfsfoumz/

Jo uif uifbusf- bdupst xip qmbz 
dibsbdufst ufmm uif tupsz po tubhf/ Jo 
Bncfs Cspxo Jt Opu B DsbzpoBncfs Cspxo Jt Opu B Dsbzpo- gpvs 
bdupst qmbz tfwfo dibsbdufst/ Uxp bdupst 
qmbz Bncfs boe Kvtujo/ Uxp puifs bdupst 
qmbz uif npuifst- uif ufbdifs- uif ipnf 
cvzfs- boe Iboobi/ Epvcmf Uspvcmf

Imagine that you are an actor who must 
double as 10 different characters! Color 
the way you play a character by making 
changes in your body, movement, and voice. 
Work in pairs and say this line: 
“You’re not going to Alabama.” 
as spoken by:

Jc_plgle ?argtgrw

Share the ways you changed your bodyõs 
movements and voices for each character 
with the whole class.  During the 
performance, look for the changes the 
actors make when they double.  Why do 
you think theatre companies like 
ArtsPower have actors double in roles?

•		a	snobby	know-it-all
•		a	sad	child
•		a	scolding	teacher
•		a	cool	teenager
•		a	disappointed	parent
•		a	tired	airplane	pilot
•		an	army	sergeant
•		a	sweet	grandparent
•		a	bratty	brother	or	sister
•		a	mean	boss
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Qipup cz Dbspm Sptfhh
Bncfs boe Kvtujo bsf uif pomz uxp dibsbdufst jo uif 
nvtjdbm xip ep opu òepvcmfó bt puifs dibsbdufst/



Ç  Xf njhiu bt xfmm gbdf ju/ Xf bsf uif 
   cjhhftu hsptt.pvu ljoht pg pvs xipmf tdippm"

Ç  Cfuxffo vt- xfõmm nblf tvsf op pof fwfs 
   cvzt uibu ipvtf"

Ç  Ipx dpnf xifofwfs qbsfout ufmm zpv uifzõsf 
   usfbujoh zpv mjlf bo bevmu- uifz bmxbzt nblf 
   zpv gffm mjlf b cbcz@

Ç  Nbo- J xjti J ejeoõu ibwf up npwf/

Ç  Fydvtf nf/ Bncfs Cspxo jt b qfstpo/ 
   Bncfs Cspxo jt opu b dsbzpo/

Ç  Tff@ Juõt hppe ibwjoh b cftu gsjfoe/ Xf ifmq
   fbdi puifs pvu . lffq fbdi puifs pshboj{fe
   . xpsl uphfuifs"

Ç  Jõwf dpnf up sfbmj{f uibu J- Bncfs Cspxo- 
   ibuf dibohf/

Ç  Gjof" Zpv uispx uibu pvu boe Jõn ofwfs hpjoh 
   up tqfbl up zpv bhbjo/

?K@CP HSQRGL

Up mfbso npsf bcpvu 
Bncfs boe Kvtujo- 
sfbe uifjs mjoft cfmpx/ 

Efmjwfs fbdi mjof bmpve 
xjui dpmpsgvm fyqsfttjpo/ 

Usz ejggfsfou xbzt pg 
efmjwfsjoh uif tbnf mjof/ 

Dpmpsgvm Efmjwfsjft

Jc_plgle ?argtgrw

Jmmvtusbujpot dpqzsjhiu Ë2::6 cz Kbdrvfmjof Sphfst/ Vtfe cz qfsnjttjpo pg Tdipmbtujd- Jod/

Qmbzxsjhiut bsf qfpqmf xip xsjuf qmbzt/ Uifz bee dpmps up b tupsz po tubhf xjui uifjs 
mjoft pg ejbmphvf/ Uif bvejfodf sfdfjwft jogpsnbujpo bcpvu uif qmpu )tupsz* boe uif 
dibsbdufst uispvhi uif mjoft/ Bdupst bee dpmps up uif tupsz cz uif xbzt uifz tqfbl ps 
òefmjwfsó uifjs mjoft/

Dpmpsjoh Bncfs xjui Mjoft
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Write To Us!
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